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The Supreme Court by rule relaxation order dated April 5, 2017 (copy attached)
has established a standard process and criteria for waivers of court filing and copy fees
based on indigence. The Court’s order relaxes Rules 1:13-2 (“Proceedings by
Indigents”) and Rule 2:7 (“Appeals by Indigent Persons”), effective immediately,
pending adoption of conforming rule amendments.

As set forth in the order, court filing and/or copy fees may be waived “by reason
of poverty” for litigants “(a) whose household income does not exceed 150% of the
federal poverty level (with that level based on the number of members of the individual’s
household) and (b) who have no more than $2500 in liquid assets, subject to completion
and submission of a uniform fee waiver request form promulgated by the Administrative
Director of the Courts and with eligibility for waiver to be determined based on the
applicant meeting the above income and assets standards and providing the court with
the required proof of eligibility.” The referenced uniform fee waiver request form is
attached in the form of a fee waiver packet. [Note: The packet was updated April 20,
2017.]

The order further provides that “[i]f the court determines that the complaint,
application, motion, appeal, petition, or other filing is frivolous or malicious or constitutes
an abuse of process, the court may deny such waiver of court filing and copy fees in

































